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Agriculture Secretary Announces Rural Schools Payments

More than $300 million to be distributed to 41 States and Puerto Rico

WASHINGTON, April 4, 2014--Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced today that
over $300 million will be paid to 41 states and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico in
support of local schools and roads as part of the Congressional reauthorization of the
Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act. The disbursement
includes $30 million in Title Il funding to complete special conservation projects on
Federal lands proposed by resource advisory committees. Funding is provided through
the U.S. Forest Service.

"This support is part of the Obama Administration’s long-standing commitment to rural
communities, schools and American youth," said Vilsack. “The Forest Service’s century-
long support of America's public schools and roads is one of many ways in which USDA
contributes to rural communities becoming self-sustaining and prosperous.”

The payments from the Forest Service may be used for supporting public schools and
public roads, for projects to help maintain and improve the health of forests, and for
county projects including "Firewise Communities" programs, reimbursements for
emergency services on national forests and development of community wildfire protection
plans. These forest projects were reviewed and recommended by resource advisory
committees made up of local residents working together to improve the environment and
help provide jobs in rural communities.

Since 1908, the Forest Service has shared with states 25 percent of gross receipts from
timber sales, grazing, minerals, recreation, and other land use fees on national forests to
benefit public schools and public roads in the counties in which the forests are situated.

In the late 1980s, due largely to declines in timber sale receipts, payments began to
fluctuate and drop significantly. In 1994, Congress provided "safety net payments" to
counties in northern California, western Oregon and western Washington.


http://twitter.com/forestservice
http://www.fs.usda.gov/pts/

In 2000, Congress passed the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination
Act that provided enhanced, stabilized payments to more states through 2006. The act
was extended for one year and then reauthorized in 2008 for four more years with a one-
year reauthorization in 2012. The program was reauthorized in 2013 to provide benefits
for an additional year.

The actual amount of each state's payment is determined by a number of factors written
into the law, including how many counties ultimately decide to share in that

payment. Each county's share of their state's payment amounts can be found on the
Forest Service’s Web site at
http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/pts/securepayments/projectedpayments.

USDA Payments to States Distribution

State

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Florida
Georgia
Idaho

Illinois
Indiana
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico

2014
Payment

$1,706,982
$12,173,616
$13,025,694
$6,419,059
$32,703,151
$12,479,205
$2,301,304
$1,454,308
$25,203,792
$263,427
$252,237
$1,665,056
$1,633,127
$67,166
$3,592,205
$2,204,602
$5,334,302
$3,259,254
$18,674,569
$193,089
$3,521,631
$500,716
$9,512,692
$17,776
$1,782,068
$381
$258,815
$914,905
$60,771,885
$2,866,672
$141,185

Title 11
Allocation*

$80,329
$2,071,111
$1,894,507
$1,210,350
$2,916,342
$919,982
$150,327
$0
$3,109,151
$0

$0

$99,386
$282,312
$0
$255,512
$225,200
$379,268
$73,225
$2,668,316
$0
$493,467
$0
$937,236
$0

$18,471

$0

$0
$161,454
$7,099,497
$86,392

$0

Total

$1,787,311
$14,244,726
$14,920,201
$7,629,409
$35,619,493
$13,399,187
$2,451,630
$1,454,308
$28,312,943
$263,427
$252,237
$1,764,442
$1,915,439
$67,166
$3,847,718
$2,429,801
$5,713,570
$3,332,479
$21,342,884
$193,089
$4,015,098
$500,716
$10,449,928
$17,776
$1,800,539
$381
$258,815
$1,076,358
$67,871,382
$2,953,063
$141,185


http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/pts/securepayments/projectedpayments

South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
TOTAL

$1,678,163
$1,650,146
$1,113,842
$2,255,912
$10,043,841
$317,063
$1,512,374
$18,989,151
$1,735,362
$1,712,687
$4,186,816
$270,090,227

$129,594
$126,588
$43,334
$229,423
$891,406
$0

$64,220
$2,560,345
$232,078
$207,983
$341,560
$29,958,363

$1,807,757
$1,776,734
$1,157,176
$2,485,335
$10,935,246
$317,063
$1,576,594
$21,549,496
$1,967,440
$1,920,670
$4,528,376
$300,048,589

* Title 1l funds are allocated to national forests for conservation work identified by
resource advisory committees.

The mission of the U.S. Forest Service, an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Is to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the nation's forests and grasslands to
meet the needs of present and future generations. The agency manages 193 million
acres of public land, provides assistance to state and private landowners, and maintains
the largest forestry research organization in the world. Forest Service lands contribute
more than $13 billion to the economy each year through visitor spending alone. Those
same lands provide 20 percent of the nation's clean water supply, a value estimated at
$27 billion per year.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866)
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866)
377-8642 (Relay voice users).



